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The Story to-the Cover
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Songs of Songs 7:10

A Hasidic tale:

One lateevening a poor farmemwason his
way back from the marketvhen hefound
himself without his prayer book.At the
same time, the wheel of his cart canoéf
right in the middle of the woods It
distressed him thathis day should pass
without him having said his prays. So
this is the prayer he made:

d have done something very foolish, Lordame away from home
without my prayer book and my memory is such that | cannot recite a
single prayer without it. So thiswgat | am going to do: | shall recite the
alphabet 5 times very slowly and YOU, to whom all prayers are known, can
put the letters together to form the prayers | cannot remember.

And the Lord God said to His angels:
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Dear Sisters and Friends,

As we come to the end of another year, | wantto __
thank, praise and glorify the Lord for His continuous j
blessings on our Prawe. This issue of the SWag
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happening in 2015. As we browse through the ¢
pages, let us count our blessings and live our days " &
with deep gratitude in our hearts. We also know ' o
that there were much more that we are nobke Dor \e/_} y

™
to share here. ,;‘Ek | iy A

2015 is significant for two important events in
the Church and in the Archdiocese. Firstly, #r. i
Pope Francis invited religious and consecrated - g
persons to celebrate the International Year of >

Consecrated Life and secondly, Archbishop William

launched the Year dedicated to Mary, Star of New Evangelisation. Our

consecrated life and evangelisation go hand in hand. As religious, we cannot live one
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all of us called to this? Our lay Canossians and partners too are invited to live and
breathe the same spirit, that is, the Spirit of the Greatest Love in Jesus Crucified. As
Canossias, we stand with Mary at the foot of the Cross as we witness also the love

of the Father in the supreme sacrifice of the only Son. For the sacrifices of people
whom we know and those we read in the news, we are with them in the same
passion and hope as ©Blessed Mother.

We wake up each day to so much pain and suffering in our world. We read and hear
every day about human trafficking, mass Kkillings, bombings, famine, domestic
violence and effects of global warming and destruction to the already stravoehtl.
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of suffering but because He sees our dogged determination, not giving up but still
trying each moment, each day to make the world a better place. | hope this adsue
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adoration to a Supreme God who loves us. Jesus Crucified reminds us that we need
to live our life in union with Him in thanksgiving and count the blessings ratiaer

mourn the pain we experience.

This issue is centered on gratitude, passion and hope as consecrated religious. The
Chapter Resolution reminds us to live oconsecration as joyful and prophetic
witnesses so that the world may believeley!!! Is thatonly for us Canossian
religious? No! | believe the invitation is also to our lay Canossians and leaders who




share the spirituality and charism entrusted to us through St. Magdalene. As partners
in mission, we share the gift of St. Magdalene through ourasgsion, commitment

and cheerfulness. By virtue of our baptism as a child of God and even if you are not a
Catholic, the Church recognises each one as people of God through whom the Sisters
continue to reach out to the poor and the needy.

As a Province, & continue to support our ministries directly through bursaries to
help individuals and families in need. Our generous benefactors respond to our
appeal for funds for the different projects within our established ministries. Not all,
projects received funsl from government agencies so we support in whatever way
we can. For example the schools are able to continue the NOVA program for children
who need a more disciplined life at home, school, work and play. Even a day of
outing to the Universal Studio is alan opportunity for learning. Our lay leaders also
believe that the children need a more level playing fieldavigs opportunities to
develop their potentials. Hence we reach out to the neediest and the poorest with
our love and attention in whatever wawe cang this has been our focus since the
first Canossian Sisters came to Singapore.

The following pages carry the message from Pope Francis reminding the religious to
go out and wake the world. Wiwok to the past with Gratitude live the present

with Passionand embrace the future with Hope We need to respond to the
invitation every moment: rispice et FaSecundumExemplar As partners, we also
inspire each other as we contemplate what it means to BE(ING) so that we bear fruit
that will last in ouDOING.
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abundant blessings for this Christmas 2015 and for the New Year 2016. May we
welcome the Year of Mercy as a moment of KAIROS, a time when we open our hearts
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conversion we need. The contemplation of Jesus Crucified reveals the face of God
our Father. From Jesus let us extend forgiveness to those who hurt us and seek
reconciliation with hose whom we have hurt and marginalised. Only then can we
truly become visible signs of prophetic and joyful witnessing in the world where
Hope is in danger of becoming a delusion. With Immanuel, God with us, may we be
the beacon of Christ light and hope our

community, home, society and the world.

Have a blessed Christmas and Happy New

Year 2016!

Blessings and best wishes,
Sr. Them@sSr. Christina and
Sr. Dorothy




