by Sheryl Jensen

Agﬂ}u ng professional couple moved
into their Lakewood home in 1997
and lived there nearly ten years before
they decided to do a major remodeling
project beginning in January of 2007
That project would, in essence, be nearly
a complete rebuild before the couple and
their three children moved back mto the
home in March of 2008.

The design for the remode] project
wis started by the late architeer Tim
Johnson and completed by architect
Chuck Levin after Johnson passed away.
Levin worked hard to keep the design on
the path that Johnson had begun.

The couple had worked with contrac-
tor Bruckelmyer Brothers Construction
before on some smaller projects, but this
wits much more exrensive, so much so
that the family had to move out of the
home for over a year while the project
was completed. According to the wife, “1t
was a year to plan, a year to build, and a
year to get settled back in”

Ed Bruckelmyer says, *It is always chal-
lenging to use an exBOng siructure as your
base. Removing the entire existing roof
system, ceilings, and many of the interior
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g Transformation
of Lakewood Home

This Lakewood home undervent o complete rebuild on the existing ste, requiring the fomily fo
mave out for g year One major change wos the home s front, designed fo be o walcaming entry
tor fomilr and guests. A huge wol of windows and decks on the back of the hame help take ad-
vantoge of the views of the wooded ot and Loke Superior. The *renovation” incleded removing
the entire roof system, ceilings, and many interior walls, olong with adding a new third level.

Copyright (©) 3D Issue 2008



L4

Above: Ainy light, and open, the kitchen
and dining area is fomily fiendly: A gran-
ite-topped island is a favarite place far
the kids to eaf and have snacks. The win-
dows in the dining arsa fake maximum
advantage of the view. Doars lead outta
the deck ond out 1o the screened porch.
Left: The clean, white, custom cobinetry
is cantrasted with the dark woad of the
furniture and the dork-stoined wood of
the floor. A convenient builkin desk with
computer area provides o wark spoce
that Is still port of the Great Room.

walls, adding a third level above,
were all part of the *plan.’ The apen
stairway wrapping around the stone
fireplace added some real challeng-
ing aspeets o the building, A unicque
overlook from the third level to the
entry also added much interest.”

Waorking As a Team
The couple kepr a detailed phoro
album of the steps of the process
along the way, and both were very
Conrtnual on puge 6f)
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Above: A perspedive from the landing on the third level gives o commanding view down fa
the comfortoble seating areas in the Great Room and out the prow windows to the gomgeous
view: Top Right: The daminant element in the Great Room is the floor ta ceiling stone fireplace

with the wrap around staircase behind leading fo the upper level. The creams and whites in
the fireploce ako help mointoin the lightness of the home's lower Jevel. Right: The screened-
in parch s a family favorite spot o gathe; heve @ meal, and enjoy the view.

Breathtaking Transformation cont.

hands on from start to finish. They knew
what they wanted and worked side by
side with their team of builders and sub-
contractors to bring their vision to life.
The wife cxpresses their grear admi-
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ration for Bruckelmyer and his crew.
They were really prear to work with, My
husband and 1 are very detail oriented,
and rhey were there with us every step
of the way with exactly whar we wanted.”
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They also worked closely with interior
desigmer Linda Podvin, owner of Court-
ney and Leigh Interiors, who was very
instrumental in many of their design
choices, *We were involved from srartto
finish,” says Podvin, *We revised the ex-
terior front entrance of the home w in-
carporate a covered porch to welcome
their puests.”

Podvin expresses how pleased she is
with the way the remodel turned out in
working so closely with the couple.
“They were a delightful family to work




Above: A main level powder wom is easily
accessible from the Great Room. Buik-in and
track lighting keep the halway brght.

with. [ think together we accomplished
the light and airy feeling they were look-
ing for to make the home as welcoming
and comfortable as it is.”

Changes and Challenges

Bumping out the entry and another
area in the front of the house allowed for
the addition of a mud room. *This was a
very practical and needed addition with
three young children in the family,” says
the wife. Each child has a *locker” with
an immediare place to put coats, back-
packs, shoes, and odds and ends as they
come in the door from the parage.
Benches provide a place to sit down t©
take off shoes and boots.

One of the biggest changes in the re-
model was the addition of the mammoth
wrap around stone fireplace in the Grear
Room, a commanding visual clement on
the main floor. Irs mix of ravertine stone
and brick above also add to the Great
Room's elegance.

The Great Room with its prow win-
dow walls, expansive ceiling height,
beauriful views of Lake Superior, and
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Below: Echoing the kitchen's white cahi-
netry, the master bath has clean lines and
a fresh spa look. Right: The master bed-
roam is furnished with family antiques.
Whropamund windows and o door leading
to a private deck alsa provide an instant
connection with the beauty of the out-
doars. Below Right: A bubble fub is kept
light and airy with the window and the
glass blocks.

Breathtaking Transformation cont.

floor o ceiling stone fireplace immedi-
arcly grab your awention,” notes Bruck-
elmyer.
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Kitchen Mix of Function and Beauty
The family spends a good par of their
time at home in the kitchen, a cenral
hub of the Grear Room. The kitchen has
white custom cabinetry (done by Bruck-
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elmyer Brothers) with brushed nickel
handles for a crisp, clean look.

The granite countertops in a rich
chocolare are an clegant contrast to the
white cabinery. The couple had River-
side flooring experiment a bit to get the
darkest chocolate stain for the flooring.

One of the wife's favorite aspects of
the kitchen is a nearby walk-in pantry
with ample storage and granite counter-
tops for more work space. Another fam-
ily favorite is the large screened-in porch
off the dining area and kirchen where
the Kds love to eat and play.

Main Floor Master Suite

Putting the master suite on the main
floor and the children's bedrooms up-
stairs helps ro make it more secluded and



quict. A deck off the master suite gives
immediate access to the view and the
outdoors in a very private space. The
master bedroom is furnished with some
antiques including a dresser from the
husband's grandmother. A bubble tub,
large walk-in shower, and ample walk-in
closer space help make the master suite
functonal for the couple.

The Children's Floor

The upstairs is mostly *the kid zone”
The boys' bedroom is all about cars and
trucks with the “automotive motif” re-
peated everywhere including in a gas
pump dresser. The boys' bathroom has
the unique use of rocks as the floor in
the shower.

A twrtal feminine contrast 15 the
daughter's room, a lavender and pink
“suite” of her own, complete wich a livde
crystal chandelier. Her bathroom is also
“oirly," done in pink, with lavender and
white stripes.

Anupstairs laundry room makes deal-
ing with the children’s laundry much
easier. Their clothes and wowels can go di-
rectly back to their rooms and bath-
rooms within just a few steps. An
upstairs privace study, entered through
French doors, is an oasis for work and
contemplation. The position of the large
desk affords o grear view of the lake.

Family Time

Downstairs is the place for family
time in a comfortable room for movie
warching, with a gas fireplace for cowy
comfort on winter's eves. A corner table
provides a place for playing games and
doing puzeles for family entertainment.

A huge playroom with a girls' half and
a boys' half gives the children a great
place to play when friends and relatives
come to visit. The lower level also in-
cludes a puest bedroom and bath, a huge
storage ared, and an additional laundry
rOO.

Rooms With a View

“We were especially pleased with
everything about this project; there is
nothing to indicare thar there was an ex-
isting siructure here. From the elegant
fromt entry to the impressive screened-in
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Breclf-hfakfng Transformation cont.

porch with irs decks looking over Lake Superior, this home re-

modeling project is breathraking ro see,” stares Bruckelmyer.
Nearly every room has a commanding view of the woods

and out beyond 1o the lake. “We really feel like we are looking

ARROWHEAD FLOORING
BNSTALLATIONS C

7

o Proud fistaller of tile
in leatured home
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Above: Kid friendly thoughout, the
[ower level is a fun space fo relox,
waich TV, play gomes, do puzles,
and enjoy o snock, with its convenient
wet bar with microwave, snk, and re-
fagerator A door from this room
lends directly outside. Left: The bays’
upstairs bedroom has o fun car motif,
Spocious and bright, I is accented
with calors of green, red, and blve.
Upper Right: A downstairs play oma
has separate gids” and boys’ zones.
ftisa fun spot when the fomily's two
sons and doughter have friends over
to play. Right: A litfle girl’s dream
room i dane in lovender and white
with pink accents.

over the treetops,” say the homeowners, “It is an ever-changing
panorama that we never get tired of looking ar”
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General Contracter

Bruckelmyer Brothers
Construction, LLC
Sub Contractors:
Arrowhead Flaoring - Tile Installation

B&H Masonry - Stone, Concrete Work,
and Stuceo

Caleo Painting - Painting and Stoining
Duluth Roofing - Roafing

Hedberg Excavating - Excavation
Riverside Flooring - Hardwaod Flooring
Simeo Electric - Electric

Summit Mechanical - Heating

Tradesmen Building Center Inc. -
Materials

DULUTH Proud to be the roofing company ¥
ROOFING of choice. ,
COMPANY
218/727-8868 & : &
Attt ¥ Ly

wn U 20559618

Our ReputaTion L
Is Your GUARANTEE

New Construction = Tear-Offs = Flat EPDM = Ceda ; = Tile = Slate
Professional Craftsmanship + Prompt + Reliable = Meticulous Clean Up

218-834-9400 Quality building products from framing
Quality » Integrity = Service to flooring and everything in between.

872 Stanley Road, Two Harbors, MN | www.tradesmenco.com

" Warm. Comfortable. Reliable. ®
A ]%St like you.

 ComfortSystems
Serving the City of Duluth

NATURAL GAS » APPLIANCE SERVICE v WATER s+ AND MORE!
For gas or water hook-up, call 730-4050
24-hour Emergency Number 730-4100

The City of Duluth Public Works and Utilities Department

THEWOMANTODAY.COM 65
Copyright (©) 3D Issue 2008




