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Conviction and Acquittal Rates in Israel

by
Oren Gazal-Ayal, Inbal Galon and Keren Weinshall-Margel

ABSTRACT
The research presents descriptive information regarding verdicts and sentences in
criminal proceedings in Israel, with special emphasis on conviction and acquittal
rates. The findings are based on a representative sample of 1417 criminal cases from
magistrate courts and 244 criminal cases from district courts (while acting as a court
of first instance) that were decided between May 2010 and May 2011. The sample

included only cases where indictment was issued.

Results show that ~40% of the defendants were convicted on all charges brought
against them and ~25% of the defendants were convicted on some of the charges
brought against them (or convicted on less serious charges). For 5% of the defendants,
the court exercised its discretion and declared the defendant guilty but did not record
the conviction. In magistrate courts, we found that for 30% of the defendants, all of
the charges were dismissed before trial. The most common reasons for these
dismissals were defendants that didn’t appear for trial (11.3%) and withdrawal of

charges by the prosecution (10%).

Only 6% of the defendants chose to plead not guilty and to proceed with a full trial.
Among the cases that went to trial, we analyzed each charge that was brought against
the defendants separately. In magistrate courts, less than 70% of the charges ended
with a guilty verdict (either to the original charge or to a lesser included one), 15%
ended with an acquittal and 15% were dismissed. In district courts, 70% of the
charges ended with a guilty verdict, 26% ended with an acquittal and 4% were

dismissed.

In magistrate courts, 76.5% of the defendants whose cases were not dismissed before
trial pleaded guilty as part of a plea bargain and about 17% of these defendants plead
guilty without a plea bargain. In district courts, 86% of the defendants whose cases
were not dismissed before trial plead guilty as part of a plea bargain and only 6%

plead guilty without a plea bargain.



