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it twelve loaves... Place them in two rows, six to a row (shesh ha-
ma‘arekhet)”.

Reuven Gafni
Between Cracow and Rachel’s Tomb: More on the Synagogue Plan of
Meir Ben Uri for Kfar Etzion, 1945

This short article, also about the various plans for building a permanent
synagogue in Kfar Etzion before the War of Independence, is an appendix to
a detailed article on this topic in Al Atar 18.

The new information in this article is based on documents from the legacy of
the architect Meir Ben Uri and focuses on his early plan for the synagogue,
dating from 1946. This plan was influenced by the classic appearance of the
Tomb of Rachel and faithfully reflects Ben Uri’s general approach, according
to which synagogues in the renewed Eretz Israel should be influenced by
local scenery and the centuries-old historical buildings that remain standing.



Yemima Chovav
‘Otherwise You Would Not Know at All about My Way of Life’:
The Letters of Naomi Shapira — A Nurse and Pharmacist in the Galilee,
1911-1913

Naomi Shapra was the daughter of a Zionist family who moved to Eretz
Israel in the period of the first Aliyah and settled in Zichron Yaakov.
Between 1911 and 1913 she served as a pharmacist and nurse in Moshavat
Kineret and afterwards in Sejera. During that time she wrote dozens of letters
to her parents, from which a great deal can be learned regarding the Jewish
settlement of the Galilee. In the letters she describes her daily life, providing
information about different aspects of material reality in the moshavot and
farms in the Galilee, health and medical treatment, communication,
education, culture and religious life. The letters also reveal Shapira’s ideas on
gender, which carry the buds of a new female identity, as well as the complex
identity of the daughter of the First Aliyah, living and working with the
pioneers of the Second Aliyah.

Yoel Elitzur
Ein Dor and Shloshet Hanafet —
A Response to the Article by Haim Lahmish

The article by Haim Lahmish on shloshet hanafet that appeared in Al Atar 19,
is a second version of an idea that he proposed orally several years ago
during a course I gave. I would like to express my support for Lahmish's
previous interpretation.

The discussion concerns an obtuse expression at the end of Joshua 17:11 —
“Within Issachar and Asher, Manasseh possessed Beth-shean and its
dependencies, Ibleam and its dependencies, the inhabitants of Dor and its
dependencies, the inhabitants of Ein-dor and its dependencies, the inhabitants
of Taanach and its dependencies, and the inhabitants of Megiddo and its
dependencies: these constituted three regions (shloshet hanfet)”. According
to Lahmish’s first interpretation, Scripture recounts here six cities that were
added to the patrimony of Manasseh from the territories of Issachar and
Asher, dividing them into two regions, three to a region. A similar
construction appears in Lev. 24:5-6: “You shall take choice flour and bake of
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(‘kloyz’) in the Jewish quarter of Safed. Most of them belonged to Hassidim
and a minority to the Ashkenazi Prushim. This article presents a detailed list
of 75 synagogues and study halls that are know from this period, the location
of 45 (15 of which are still functioning as Hassidic synagogues today), and
some information on the circumstances in which they were built and their
histories. In turns out that despite the crisis that followed the earthquake of
1837, the community in the Jewish quarter recovered in the second half of the
nineteenth century and dozens of new synagogues and study halls were
constructed — most of them Hassidic under the auspices of the various
Hassidic courts in Eastern Europe. The crisis of World War I brought this
flourishing to an end and led to the closure and even destruction of many
synagogues; in the course of the century that followed even the location of
some of them was lost. In this study the location of some of the ‘lost’
synagogues was identified, but that of many others remains to be clarified in
the course of future research that will shed light on their history.

Benjamin Poris
The Jewish Presence in Lod, 1886-1947

Until the late nineteenth century there was no Jewish community in Lod for
centuries. During the First Aliyah a number of attempts were made both by
individuals and organizations to change this situation. The organizations
wanted to settle Jewish families in Lod and to create a new model of urban
Jewish settlement, and even to expand the areas in which Jews were living in
Eretz Israel. These efforts were meant also to provide additional occupational
opportunities for olim who were artisans and traders. These efforts were
undertaken with the support or at least partial support of ‘Hovevei Zion’ and
the ‘Lema‘an Zion’ Association, but in the end they met with failure. Various
private initiatives were undertaken in Lod at the same time, and some of them
even succeeded briefly, establishing an olive press and two mills owned by
Jews and even a small community. During the British Mandate there was a
greater presence of Jewish railway workers, who suffered from the national
tension at the time. However, permanent Jewish presence hardly existed at all
in those years.
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order to save time he leaves town towards the end of the Sabbath and reaches
the edge of the ‘Sabbath area’, 2000 cubits from town. At the end of the
Sabbath he takes wine from the winepress, recites the Havdalah prayer that
concludes the Sabbath and hurries to his fields.

This Talmudic description does not conform to the archeological reality as
we know it, in which the winepresses are at the edge of the settlement or in
the middle of the agricultural area — but not a distance of 2000 cubits from
town. However a situation that resembles the one described in the Talmud
may be found in a recent archeological excavation in Hurvat ‘Amudim in the
Galilee. In the article we present the findings from this excavation and show
how they help to understand the reality behind the Talmudic passage.

Jonathan Jacobs
The Influence of the Reality in Eretz Israel on
Ramban’s Commentary on the Torah

Rabbi Moses b. Nahman (Ramban or Nahmanides, 1194-1270) wrote his
commentary on the Torah while still living in Catalunia. In 1267, at the age
of 73, he moved to Eretz Israel. There he revised his commentary thoroughly
making corrections and emendations. A number of factors led Ramban to
correct the commentary or add to it. This article concerns only one factor —
new elements of reality that became known to Ramban only after his arrival
in Eretz Isracl. These elements are particularly of interest because while
Ramban might have made other kinds of corrections in Catalunia or
elsewhere, they may be regarded as his ‘Eretz-Israel teaching’. The article
lists, among other things, new geographical information, scenery, customs
and additional matters that Ramban learned in Eretz Israel and had bearing on
his commentary. All of the passages discussed in the article are taken from
the additions to his commentary that were written in Eretz Israel.

Yosef Stepansky
Ashkenazi Synagogues in Safed in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth
Centuries — A Preliminary Study

From the historical sources and from evidence in site it is clear that between
1778 and 1917 there were between 70 and 80 synagogues and study halls
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SUMMARIES

Ze’ev Erlich (Jabo) and Yinon Shivtiel
The ‘Shabbat’ Inscription and the Hiding Places of Hurvat Qisi —
Towards Identifying an Unnamed Settlement in the Lower Galilee

A few years ago a one-word inscription — Shabbat — was discovered,
engraved on a rock near Timrat in the Lower Galilee. The publisher of the
inscription presumed that it served to demarcate the extent of the ‘Sabbath
area’ of one of the Jewish settlements south of the inscription, that existed at
the time of the Mishna and Talmud, the Byzantine period: Shimron and
Nahalal. However, judging by the direction from which the inscription can be
read, in our opinion it was intended for the residents of a village north of the
inscription and not to its south. Surveying the area we found north of the
inscription ruins of an unnamed village (which only later turned out to be
called Hurvat Qisi today, according to local residents and some late maps). In
the ruins we found and examined underground hiding places. This complex
preserved evidence from the rebellions against the Romans, and was used
until the third-fourth centuries C.E. The structure of the complex and various
details indicate that this was in fact a Jewish settlement to which the
inscription shabbat could have been belonged.

Even though the former name of the settlement was not preserved in the
popular name of the extant ruins, Hurvat Qisi, we regard reasonable to
identify it with the ancient Qatonit, which the sages associated with the
biblical town Qatat, belonging to the tribe of Zebulun. Our proposal relies on
the fact this town is mentioned together a number of towns that have been
identified in research with others near Hurvat Qisi, forming a continuous
populated area. The Shabbat inscription and other archeological findings
contribute to this identification.

Oren Zingboym
‘Accepting the Dark in the Area’ — A Discussion of a Talmudic Passage
on the Basis of Archeological Findings in Hurvat ‘Amudim in the Galilee

The Talmud (Shabbat 150b) describes a situation in which a person wants to
get to his fields, which are a distance from town, at the end of the Sabbath. In
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